LORD BEACONSFIELD'S POSITION  65

which paralysed them all. This grave, calm, and isrs.
weighty indictment was not without its effect upon
the thinking part of the nation. But at the moment,
and in London, Lord Beaconsfield and Lord Salis-
bury were the heroes of the people. On the 3rd
of August they both received the freedom of the
City, and Lord Salisbury, addressing an audience
which was at least solvent, paid a tribute to the
personal character of the Sultan, who had decorated
instead of punishing the Bulgarian murderers. The
sum of two millions and a half incurred in prepara-
tion for a war averted by public opinion compelled
Sir Stafford Northcote to introduce a supple- Aug. 6,
mentary Budget, and would in the ordinary
course have added to the taxes. But it" was
thought more prudent to raise the money by loan
in the shape of Exchequer Bonds, lest the popu-
larity of Imperialism should too soon be diminished
by palpable expense.

Lord Beaconsfield has been praised and blamed
for not dissolving Parliament when he returned
from Berlin. The censure is entirely undeserved,
for neither the theory nor the practice of the British
Constitution supports a Minister in advising his
Sovereign to dismiss a House of Commons which
gives him large majorities simply because he may
hope to make them larger still. But even if the
propriety of such a course could be defended, its
"prudence would in the circumstances have been
doubtful. The opinion of the country was not to
be gauged by the manifestations of Jingo mobs in
the streets of London, or even by votes of con-
fidence from the Stock Exchange and the Guildhall.
Lord Beaconsfield's Whips could tell him that the
clubs, the Press, the society of the capital, were an
imperfect index of national feeling. By-elections
gave an uncertain sound, and the first contest after
the Treaty ended in the return of the Liberal
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